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ostrich-like policy is that the great majority of cancers are not fit for 
operation when first seen by the medical adviser, and that many more 
are on the border-line, and the operation is performed with but a dubious 
hope that it may be in time. The public need to be taught carefully 
and simply, as Mr. Childe teaches in " The Control of a Scourge." 
They need to learn the importance of early advice, the good hope of 
early operation, and the folly of delay in these cases--for delay means 
death. MARY SCHARLIEB, M.S. 
MEDIC INE  AND THE PUBL IC .  1 
Dr. Sprigge's book is a most valuable and instructive work for the 
layman, now that appreciation of the true mission of the medical pro- 
fession is prevalent among the more intelligent classes. The develop- 
ment of Preventive Medicine and the Department of Public Health 
have raised a greater community of interest between the profession and 
the people, which makes this book of especial interest. Writ ing as a 
layman who has had, during the ]ast thirty years, some acquaintance 
with men and matters medical, and as one who has had the advantage 
of a pre-perusal of some of the articles when they appeared in the 
Lancet, I have been particularly attracted by the chapters upon 
Medical Education. There is nothing more important than the training 
of young medicine in the light of present-day conditions, and the dis- 
cussion in other chapters of the proposals for a Ministry of Public 
Health, of the management and support of the hospitals, of professional 
etiquette, and of the public conception of the duties of medical men, is 
one which cannot fail to interest all who read this book. The con- 
sideration of the relationship between the general practitioner and the 
"consul tant"  is exceedingly important, and the foreshadowing of 
imperial sanitary, Poor Law, naval, military, and colonial medical 
services is very suggestive. The author says: " I f  the first step 
towards the reform of the admitted abuses of the medical profession is 
the establishment of solidarity among medical men, the second is the 
establishment of confidence between the medical profession and the 
public. When these two consummations exist, reform will be 
imminent." I can only say that a study of this book would very 
materially expedite that end. JOHN TURNER RAE. 
ELEMENTS OF  COMPARATIVE  MEDIC INE .  2 
The  authors' a im is " to give an outline of the principal clinical 
features of some of the diseases that are communicab le  f rom the lower 
to the higher creation." 
The  section dealing with tuberculosis evidences want  of care and 
lack of judgment .  VVe read, " The  bacillus when stained is seen to be 
beaded, owing  to the presence of spores" - -a  v iew not generally 
accepted by  the best pathologists. Again, we  are told that the staining 
reaction of the JBacill~s tuberculosis differs from that of all other 
bacteria save leprosy, no mention being made of the smegma bacillus 
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